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OFFICIAL MEMORANDUM
 

    Sub:- Judgment of the Hon’ble High Court dated 07/12/2023 in WP(Crl) No. 445
of 2022 – guidelines For Handling Electronic Records Containing Sexually
Explicit/objectionable/confidential Material – clarification on summoning
forensic experts-reg.

 
 

    Ref:- 1.Judgement dt. 07.12.2023 in WP(Crl) 445/2022 [2024(1) KHC 69]
2.Circular 2/2024 issued on 23.08.2024
                           
                           ----------------------------------------

         Attention is invited to the Judgement dated 07.12.2023 in WP(Crl)
445/2022 ( xxxx vs. State of Kerala [2024(1) KHC 69 ] ), wherein the High
Court has, inter-alia, prescribed guidelines for handling electronic /other
records containing sexually explicit/objectionable/confidential materials.
Accordingly, this High Court had issued Circular 2/2024 on 23.08.2024
prescribing certain guidelines for handling such electronic  records.

         In this regard, it is directed that, as per Sub-clause (b) of Paragraph 10
of the circular cited second, if duplications of such electronic/ other records
are created during scientific examination, only the duplicated copy—such as
a pen drive or CD—needs to be viewed. In such cases, the presence of
forensic experts is not required for accessing the records.

        District Courts across the State are therefore instructed to minimize
summoning of FSL experts, limiting their involvement to instances where
the original electronic records are to be accessed or where technical
expertise is essential for proper handling and examination. Further, while
forwarding the request (Forwarding Note) for examination, the
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Courts shall include a request for production of duplicate copies
of Electronic Records also for viewing,  along with the report.

 
 

 

(By Order)
 
 

Suneera P M
JOINT REGISTRAR

 
Encl:-  As above.

To:-
 
 
 

Copy to:-
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
All Principal District Judges including Kavaratti (They shall communicate a copy
to all criminal courts in their Districts)

The Director, Kerala Judicial Academy, Athani

The Director,State Forensic Science Laboratory, Thiruvananthapuram (with C/L)

Adv. G. Unnikrishnan, Secretary, Rule Committee, Vigneswaram, GTWRA-1,
Ganapathy Temple Road, Edappally, Ernakulam 682024

The Chief Librarian, High court 

The Librarian, Kerala Judicial Academy, Athani

The Private Secretary to Chief Justice,

The Private Secretaries to Judges, High Court

The Confidential Assistants to the Registrars

The Administrative Records Section, High Court

The Notice Board, High Court 
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